
Prophets

DEF: one who speaks for God by inspiration from the Holy Spirit

OT prophets

 Jeremiah 1
 2 The word of the LORD came to him in the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah, 3 
and through the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, down to the fifth month of the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah son of Josiah king of Judah, when the people of Jerusalem went into exile. 

4 The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a 
prophet to the nations." 
6 "Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am only a child." 
7 But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a child.' You must go to everyone I send you to and say 
whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the LORD. 
9 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, "Now, I have put my words in 
your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and 
overthrow, to build and to plant." 

11 The word of the LORD came to me: "What do you see, Jeremiah?"
"I see the branch of an almond tree," I replied. 
12 The LORD said to me, "You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled." 
13 The word of the LORD came to me again: "What do you see?"
"I see a boiling pot, tilting away from the north," I answered. 
14 The LORD said to me, "From the north disaster will be poured out on all who live in the land. 15 I am about to 
summon all the peoples of the northern kingdoms," declares the LORD.
"Their kings will come and set up their thrones in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; they will come against 
all her surrounding walls and against all the towns of Judah. 16 I will pronounce my judgments on my people 
because of their wickedness in forsaking me, in burning incense to other gods and in worshiping what their hands 
have made. 

17 "Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by them, or I will 
terrify you before them. 18 Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand 
against the whole land--against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of the land. 19 They will 
fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the LORD. 

  The Lord spoke to the prophet and the Lord showed the prophet things.
  The prophet was to speak what God said or showed him, period.

“came to me”

1 Sam 15:10-11
10 Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 "I am grieved that I have made Saul king, because he has 
turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions." Samuel was troubled, and he cried out to the 
LORD all that night. 

1 Kings 17:1-8
17:1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I 
serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word." 

2 Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah: 3 "Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of 
the Jordan. 4 You will drink from the brook, and I have ordered the ravens to feed you there." 5 So he did what 
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the LORD had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and stayed there. 6 The ravens brought 
him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 

7 Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. 8 Then the word of the LORD 
came to him:

Ezek 12:1-2
12:1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 "Son of man, you are living among a rebellious people. They have 
eyes to see but do not see and ears to hear but do not hear, for they are a rebellious people. 

Mic 1:1
1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah-the vision he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 

Zeph 1:1
1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Zephaniah son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the 
son of Hezekiah, during the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah: 

Zech 1:1
1:1 In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah son 
of Berekiah, the son of Iddo: 

the prophet “saw”

Amos 1:1
1:1 The words of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa-what he saw concerning Israel two years before the 
earthquake, when Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash was king of Israel. 

Isa 2:1
2:1 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 

1 Sam 3:1
3:1 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there 
were not many visions. 

the prophet spoke what God said

2 Chron 36:12
12 He did evil in the eyes of the LORD his God and did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who 
spoke the word of the LORD.

Hag 1:1
1:1 In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD came through 
the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest: 

false OT prophets
 
Ezek 13:1-7
13:1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 "Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who are now 
prophesying. Say to those who prophesy out of their own imagination: 'Hear the word of the LORD! 3 This is 
what the Sovereign LORD says: Woe to the foolish prophets who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing! 4 
Your prophets, O Israel, are like jackals among ruins. 5 You have not gone up to the breaks in the wall to repair it 
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for the house of Israel so that it will stand firm in the battle on the day of the LORD. 6 Their visions are false and 
their divinations a lie. They say, "The LORD declares," when the LORD has not sent them; yet they expect their 
words to be fulfilled. 7 Have you not seen false visions and uttered lying divinations when you say, "The LORD 
declares," though I have not spoken? 

the prophets also confronted disobedience to God’s Word

1 Sam 15:12-23
12 Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, "Saul has gone to Carmel. 
There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal." 
13 When Samuel reached him, Saul said, "The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD's instructions." 
14 But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I hear?" 
15 Saul answered, "The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle 
to sacrifice to the LORD your God, but we totally destroyed the rest." 
16 "Stop!" Samuel said to Saul. "Let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night." 
"Tell me," Saul replied. 

17 Samuel said, "Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of 
Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 18 And he sent you on a mission, saying, 'Go and completely 
destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war on them until you have wiped them out.' 19 Why did you 
not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the LORD?" 
20 "But I did obey the LORD," Saul said. "I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. I completely destroyed 
the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the 
best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal." 

22 But Samuel replied: 
"Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and 
arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as king." 

The prophet Samuel reminded the king of what God had already said and pointed out the king’s 
disobedience to the word from God.

Israel frequently went astray from God and his prophets called them to repent.

Deut 4:25-31
25 After you have had children and grandchildren and have lived in the land a long time--if you then become 
corrupt and make any kind of idol, doing evil in the eyes of the LORD your God and provoking him to anger, 26 I 
call heaven and earth as witnesses against you this day that you will quickly perish from the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to possess. You will not live there long but will certainly be destroyed. 27 The LORD will 
scatter you among the peoples, and only a few of you will survive among the nations to which the LORD will drive 
you. 28 There you will worship man-made gods of wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or eat or smell. 29 
But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and with 
all your soul. 30 When you are in distress and all these things have happened to you, then in later days you will 
return to the LORD your God and obey him. 31 For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or 
destroy you or forget the covenant with your forefathers, which he confirmed to them by oath. 

Hos 1:2-3
2 When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, "Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife 
and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD." 3 So 
he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 
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Hos 7:10
10 Israel's arrogance testifies against him, 
but despite all this 
he does not return to the LORD his God 
or search for him. 

Joel 2:13
13 Rend your heart 
and not your garments. 
Return to the LORD your God, 
for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
and he relents from sending calamity. 

In the OT you see the prophet and at times the word “shepherd” used of leaders who are supposed to represent God’s 
character and love to people. Gen 48:15, Ezek 34:23-24, 2 Sam 5:1-2, Jer 3:14-15, Jer 23:1-4, Ezek 34:1-16

Value of OT prophets today

Acts 26:22-23
22 But I have had God's help to this very day, and so I stand here and testify to small and great alike. I am 
saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen- 23 that the Christ would suffer and, as 
the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles." 

Acts 24:13-16
 14 However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect. I 
believe everything that agrees with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, 15 and I have the same hope in 
God as these men, that there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 16 So I strive always to 
keep my conscience clear before God and man. 

 Rom 15:4
4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

NT prophets

John The Baptist

Matt 11:9-15 
9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about 
whom it is written: 

"'I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.'   

11 I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet 
he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the 
kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. 13 For all the Prophets and the 
Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 15 He who 
has ears, let him hear. 
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Jesus

Mark 6:1-6
6:1 Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 2 When the Sabbath came, he 
began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. 

"Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What's this wisdom that has been given him, that he even 
does miracles! 3 Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren't his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 

4 Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without 
honor." 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6 And he 
was amazed at their lack of faith. 

Matt 21:11  
11 The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." 

Matt 14:5
5 Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered him a prophet.

prophets in the church (Acts)

Acts 11:27-30 
27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, named Agabus, 
stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This 
happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for 
the brothers living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 

 Acts 21:7-14
7 We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and stayed with 
them for a day. 8 Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, 
one of the Seven. 9 He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. 

10 After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 Coming 
over to us, he took Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, "The Holy Spirit says, 'In this way the 
Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.'" 

12 When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul 
answered, "Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in 
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." 14 When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, "The 
Lord's will be done." 

Acts 15:32
32 Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and strengthen the brothers.

False prophets

 2 Peter 1:19-2:1
19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a 
light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you 
must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21 For prophecy 
never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
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2:1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. 
They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them-bringing 
swift destruction on themselves. 

Matt 7:15-20
15 "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 
16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 
Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, 
and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 

Matt 24:11
11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 

Matt 24:24-25
24 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the 
elect-if that were possible. 25 See, I have told you ahead of time. 

Luke 6:26
26 Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets. 

1 John 4:1-3
4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many 
false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge 
Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already 
in the world. 

 Rev 19:9-10
9 Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!'" 
And he added, "These are the true words of God." 

10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and 
with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy." 

Submitting alleged “prophecies” to screening by the Word and by other people

2 Peter 1:19-2:2 (see above)

 2 Thess 2:1-3
2:1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not 
to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying 
that the day of the Lord has already come. 

1 Cor 14:29-33
29 Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said. 30 And if a revelation 
comes to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 31 For you can all prophesy in turn so that 
everyone may be instructed and encouraged. 32 The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets. 33 
For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. 

 1 Cor 14:37-38
37 If anybody thinks he is a prophet or spiritually gifted, let him acknowledge that what I am writing to you is the 
Lord's command. 38 If he ignores this, he himself will be ignored.   
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 1 Corinthians 13:9
9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 

“Personal prophecies” or “personal ‘words’ “

 You don’t see any examples of NT believers going to a prophet for guidance.
 When Agabus spoke about Paul’s future, he did not tell Paul what to do.

 1 Corinthians 13:9
9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 

 1 Tim 4:14
4 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their 
hands on you. 

Motive, motive, motive.
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